
Probably  the  most  popular  spot  to  snorkel  on

St.  Thomas,  Coki  Beach  is  usually  a  busy  spot

with  plenty  of  amenities,  but  l imited  parking.   

Head  to  the  rocks  on  the  right  and  out  along

the  reef  towards  Coral  World.

Lots of Fish

Coki Beach

Sapphire Bay

Secret Harbour

Buck Island

FEE

 FOOD

 RESTROOM

 RESTROOM

ST. THOMAS
SNORKELING 
GUIDE

BREWERS BAY

Sapphire  Beach  is  a  gorgeous  strip  of  white

sand  with  great  snorkeling,  and  phenomenal

views  of  St.  John.   The  condos  at  Sapphire  Bay

Beach  Resort  are  the  best  place  to  set  up  home

base.

Best Place to Stay

Also  a  fantastic  spot  for  a  home  base,  Secret

Harbour  has  some  of  the  best  coral  to  be  seen

from  the  beach.   

There 's  a  double  reef  to  the  left  just  past  the

docks,  just  be  aware  of  boats  and  currents  as

you  venture  farther  out  of  the  cove.

Best Coral

COKI BEACH

SAPPHIRE BAY

SECRET HARBOUR

LINDQUIST BEACH/SMITH BAY

HULL BAY

Brewers Bay

Lindquist Beach

St. John
Hull Bay
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If  you  want  to  swim  with  Turtles,  this  is  the

place.   There 's  not  much  reef  to  speak  of  here,

but  the  turtles  are  abundant.   And,  it 's  a  great

spot  to  grab  a  bit  from  a  local  food  truck  and

watch  the  planes  land.   

Turtles, Turtles, Turtles- and Planes!

 RESTROOM  FOOD

Not  quite  as  beautiful  as  the  other  beaches,

Hull  Bay  is  often  overlooked  by  the  Cruisers.  

 So,  i f  you  want  some  peace  and  quiet  with

decent  sea  l i fe  around  the  rocky  outcroppings,

Hull  Bay  is  a  great  choice.

Local Spot

Lindquist  Beach  is  beautiful,  and  with  l imited

crowds.   In  the  grassy  area,  you  can  ususally

spot  a  ray  or  turtle,  and  the  reef  on  the  right   is

great  to  explore  on  calm  days.

Smaller Crowds
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 RESTROOM  FOOD

Coki  is  "THE" spot  for  most  people  visiting  St.  Thomas.   The  beach  is  gorgeous,  there

are  plenty  of  amenities,  snorkeling  is  great,  and  Coral  World  is  just  adjacent  to  the

beach.   But,  with  all  these  wonderful  aspects,  you ' l l  also  get  crowds.   Make  sure  to

check  out  Coki  for  the  abundance  of  f ish,  but  go  early  or  late  when  the  cruisers  aren 't

around.   

COKI 
BEACH

There  are  rocks  and  reef  located

on  either  side  of  the  beach,  so

explore  them  both.   There  are

tons  of  f ish  along  the  rocks  on

the  right  side  of  the  beach  near

Coral  World.   Many  people  feed

the  f ish  here,  but  please  don 't .  

 It 's  not  good  for  the  ecosystem.

Bar  & Grill  with  Beach  waitstaff

Beach  Chair  & Umbrella  Rentals

Restrooms

Snorkel  & Dive  Shop

Craft  Vendors

AMENITIES

OVERVIEW

WHERE TO SNORKEL

KNOW BEFORE YOU GO
There  is  very  l imited  parking(paid)  at  Coki,

so  i f  heading  there  mid-day,  taking  a  taxi  is

probably  best.   

This  is  a  busy  beach  with  many  tourists  and

a  party  atmosphere.
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A  great  spot  to  call  home  base  on  St.  Thomas,  Sapphire  Bay  has  it  all.   With  incredible

views,  powder  soft  white  sand,  and  fantastic  snorkeling  just  steps  from  your  door,  it

really  doesn 't  get  much  better  than  Sapphire  Bay.   Although  it  is  a  popular  spot  on  the

cruise  excursion  circuit,  the  crowds  aren 't  overwhelming  as  the  beach  and  bay  are

larger  with  plenty  of  room  for  everyone  to  explore.   

Read our complete guide HERE

SAPPHIRE
BAY

The  rocky  area  on  the  right

leading  out  to  the  point  has

some  coral  and  small  schools  of

fish  to  see.   Near  the  center  of

the  bay,  in  the  grassy  area,  you

may  f ind  a  turtle  or  ray,  and  to

the  left  there 's  a  bit  more  reef

structure  with  beautiful  coral

and  brightly  colored  f ish.

Bar  & Grill  

Beach  Chair,  Umbrella,  & Watersport  Rentals

Restrooms

Marina  with  Boat  Tour  Options

Condos

AMENITIES

OVERVIEW

WHERE TO SNORKEL

KNOW BEFORE YOU GO

 LODGING

If  renting  a  condo  at  Sapphire  Bay,  look

for  one  in  Building  A,  B,  or  C.   These  are

directly  on  the  best  beach.(See our top

picks in our guide)

There 's  plenty  of  parking,  and  access  to

the  beach  and  snorkeling  is  easy.   

https://snorkelandhike.com/sapphire-beach-st-thomas-snorkeling/
https://snorkelandhike.com/sapphire-beach-st-thomas-snorkeling/
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Brewers  Bay  is  the  best  spot  for  an  almost  guaranteed  opportunity  to  swim  with  sea

turtles.   There 's  not  really  any  reef  or  rocks  to  speak  of,  so  don 't  expect  to  f ind  lots  of

fish  and  coral.   But,  you ' l l  probably  see  multiple  turtles,  and  possibly  some  rays.   It

definitely  has  more  of  a  local  beach  feel  with  few  tourists.   After  snorkeling,  grab  a  bite

to  eat  from  one  of  the  food  trucks  parked  along  the  road  and  watch  the  planes  land.  

 Brewer 's  Bay  is  right  next  to  the  airport,  and  the  runway  extends  out  to  the  ocean.

BREWERS
BAY

Everywhere-  Turtles  can  be

found  all  across  the  bay,  usually

munching  on  the  seagrass.  

 There  isn 't  much  else  to  see

under  the  water,  so  just  keep

your  eyes  peeled,  and  you  will

probably  f ind  a  turtle  pretty

quickly.

Food  Trucks

Restrooms

AMENITIES

OVERVIEW

WHERE TO SNORKEL

KNOW BEFORE YOU GO
Parking  is  along  the  road,  but  as  Brewers

Bay  isn 't  too  popular,  f inding  a  spot

shouldn 't  be  hard.  

There  aren 't  any  beach  chair  or  umbrella

rentals  available,  so  bring  anything  you

may  want.   There  are  plenty  of  trees,  so

finding  a  spot  in  the  shade  isn 't  difficult.
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Arguably  the  best  snorkeling  on  St.  Thomas,  Secret  Harbour  remains  relatively  off  the

radar.   With  large  rocks  to  the  right,  sea  grass  for  turtles  and  rays  in  the  middle,  and  a

double  reef  with  amazing  coral  on  the  right,  this  bay  is  a  can 't  miss.   A  close  second  to

Sapphire  Bay  for  the  best  place  to  stay  on  the  island,  Secret  Harbour  has  condos  right

on  the  beach  with  walk  out  snorkeling.   And,  the  beach  bar  at  Secret  Harbour  the  best

spot  on  St.  Thomas  for  a  great  sundowner.   

SECRET
HARBOUR

The  right  side  of  the  beach  is

home  to  large  rocks  with  plenty

of  sea  urchins  and  f ish  hiding

amongst  them.   On  the  left  there

is  a  fantastic  double  reef  with

large  beautiful  coral.   But,

unless  you 're  a  more  advanced

swimmer,  stick  to  the  right,

middle(where  you  may  see  some

turtles) ,  or  the  f irst  reef  on  the

right.  

Bar  & Grill

Restrooms

Snorkel  & Dive  Shop

Water  sport  Rentals

Condos

AMENITIES

OVERVIEW

WHERE TO SNORKEL

KNOW BEFORE YOU GO
Public  Parking  is  located  at  the  top  of  a

steep  hill  at  the  tennis  courts  and  will

require  a  walk  to  get  to  the  beach.

Rent  a  ground  floor  condo  for  amazing

walk  out  snorkeling

 LODGING



 RESTROOM

Just  on  the  other  side  of  the  peninsula  to  the  left  of  Sapphire  Bay,  Smith  Bay  and

Lindquist  Beach  (also  known  as  Lindqvist  Beach)  make  a  great  addition  to  your  St.

Thomas  snorkel  plans.   Not  only  is  this  beach  very  close  to  the  other  hot  spots,  but  your

chances  of  seeing  a  turtle  or  ray  are  pretty  great  in  the  grassy  area  here.   If  you  prefer  a

gorgeous  but  less  touristy  beach,  Lindquist  is  the  perfect  spot  to  get  away  and  snorkel

on  your  own  a  bit.   

LINDQUIST 
BEACH /SMITH
BAY

To  the  right  side  of  the  beach,

snorkel  through  the  sea  grass

where  you  might  f ind  a  sea

turtle  or  even  an  eagle  ray.   In

calm  water  only,  venture  out  to

the  reef,  just  past  the  sea  grass

near  the  breakers  on  the  right  of

the  beach.   This  area  can  be  a

bit  difficult  even  for  strong

swimmers,  so  always  snorkel

with  a  buddy.

Restrooms

Picnic  Tables

AMENITIES

OVERVIEW

WHERE TO SNORKEL

KNOW BEFORE YOU GO
This  is  a  paid  beach.   Park  at  the

entrance,  pay  the  entrance  fee  at  the

booth,  and  walk  about  1/4  mile  down  the

path  to  the  beach.

Remember   there  are  l imited  amenities,

so  bring  all  of  your  own  supplies.
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This  is  a  local  favorite  and  off  the  usual  tourist  path.   Not  only  is  there  some  decent

snorkeling  at  Hull  Bay,  but  it 's  also  a  popular  spot  to  watch  surfers  catching  waves.   The

water  entry  is  pretty  rocky  and  there  aren 't  any  beach  amenities  l ike  chairs  or  umbrellas,

but  you  can  pop  in  to  the  beach  bar  for  drinks,  and  have  the  bay  nearly  all  to  yourself.  

 There 's  even  a  dive  shop  on  site  to  check  in  with  on  what  they 've  been  seeing  lately

and  where.  

HULL
BAY

Head  to  the  right  side  of  the

beach  and  snorkel  along  the

rocky  side  while  making  your

way  out  to  the  reef  about  50  feet

off  shore.   Snorkeling  out  to  the

reef  is  for  stronger  swimmers  or

someone  with  a  snorkel  vest

given  the  distance  from  shore.  

Beach  Bar  Across  the  Street

Restrooms  at  Beach  Bar

AMENITIES

OVERVIEW

WHERE TO SNORKEL

KNOW BEFORE YOU GO
If  you  take  a  taxi  to  Hull  Bay,  make  sure

to  arrange  for  a  return  ride  as  it  can  take

a  while  to  get  a  taxi  in  this  area.   

There  are  not  beach  amenities,  so  make

sure  to  bring  anything  you  need.  Parking

and  beach  access  are  free,  but  the  road

to  the  beach  can  be  a  bit  rough.   

 FOOD



Buck  Island  off  the  coast  of  St.  Thomas,

not  to  be  confused  with  Buck  Island  near

St.  Croix,  is  a  popular  spot  for  a  day  trip.   

The  highlight  is  swimming  in  turtle  cove.

How  to  Charter  a  Boat  in  St.  Thomas

Best  Places  to  Stay  in  St.  Thomas

Cruise  Ship  Schedule

BEST OFF 
ISLAND
SNORKELING 

COW & CALF ROCKS

St.  John  really  should  be  explored  in

greater  detail  for  anyone  who  loves  to

snorkel.   As  one  of  the  best  places  to

snorkel  in  the  Caribbean,  i f  you  only

have  a  short  time  in  the  area,  you  need

to  spend  a  day  on  a  boat  snorkel  tour  all

around  St.  John.   You  won 't  regret  it !

BUCK ISLAND ST JOHN TOUR

HENLEY CAY
A  great  scuba  spot  off  shore  to  the

Southeast  of  St.  Thomas,  Cow  and  Calf

Rocks  are  also  great  for  snorkeling  on  a

calm  day  and  can  be  combined  with  a

trip  to  Christmas  Cove.

Just  off  of  the  island  of  St.  John,  Henley

Cay  has  incredible  coral  and  marine  l i fe

to  see.   Combine  it  with  a  full  St.  John

tour,  or  visit  it  on  it 's  own.   

We 've  covered  all  the  best  snorkeling  spots  from  the  beaches  of  St.  Thomas,  but  i f

you 're  looking  to  get  out  on  the  water,  there  are  even  more  great  options.   Rent  a

boat(read our guide to renting a boat on St.  Thomas HERE)  or  join  a  tour  to  one  of

these  fantastic  spots!

RESOURCES

https://snorkelandhike.com/st-thomas-boat-charters/
https://snorkelandhike.com/best-places-to-stay-in-st-thomas/
https://www.vinow.com/cruise/ship-schedule/
https://snorkelandhike.com/st-thomas-boat-charters/

